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Concerning the Apoſtate Chriſtians Tra- 
dition of doing Miracles with Dead 
mens Bones, or the Duſtof the 
Graves, gc. 


He Lord ſaith, Whoſoever toucheth the Body of « 
Man that is Deaa, or ditth in his Teat, and puriſi- 
eth not himſelf, he defileth the T aberwacle of the Lord, and 
that Soul ſhall be cut of from Iſrae!, becauſe it purifieth not 
it ſelf; and whoſoever toucheth any that are Slain with the 
Sword in the open Field, or a dead Body, or the Bone of a 
Man, or a Grave, ſhall be Uncleas ſeven dayes, and if he do 
not purifie himſelf he [hall be cat off from among the Con- 
greg ation, becauſe he hath defiled the San{tuary of the Lord ; 
and this was the Law of God, and a perpetuaStatute 
among the Fews, as you may (ec ig Numb. 16. 5 

And now do you Apoſtate Chriftians imagin@o do 
Miracles with dead Mens Bones, or the Duſt of the 
' Graves, which defiled the Jews, and they were not to 
come into Gods Tabernacic or S1rCtuary, but to be cut off 
according tothe Statute. and Command of Ged,: if they 
were not purified, 

And now 1t you Apoſtate Chriſtians do alledg of the 
Jews burying a Man,and caſting him into the Sepulcher of 
Eliſha, and when the dead Man touched the Bones of Eliſha 
he revived and ſtood upon his Feet, 2 King 13.21. But 
where was ever ſuch a Miracle as this wrought by the A- 
poſtate Chriſtians, by Bury ing one in the Grave of another: : 
let them produce ons Example if they can. 


A} Let: 


| 
| 


4 
Let all the Apoſtate Chriftians produce one Scripture where-: 
yer the Saints got th: Bones of the Saints te do Miracles by. 


— 


Of Praying to the Saints that are Dead, and Asking 
Counſel of the Dead, and Praying tor theDead. 


— 


Et all the Apoſtate Chriſtians produce one Scripture for 
their vain Tradition of praying, for the Dead, or to the 
Dead, or a3sking counſel of the Dead ; but Sex! when he had 
tranſgreſled the Command of God, and cifſobeyed him, he 
went to the Witch of Endvr, pretending to Raiſe up Samuel, 
to a«k coun fel of the Dead, but what was the end of Saul, you 
way fee in 1 S-m.28. & 1. Chapters. 

And Davj4 praycd to God while his Child was living, but 
when rhe Child was dead he gave over.praying to God and 
faſting, and ſaid, Now the Child 15 Dear, I cannot bring him back 
again, I ſhall 20 to him, but he ſhall r0t come to me, 2 $21. 12. 16. 
to verſ. 23. The Grave cannot praiſe thee, Death cannot Celebrate 
thee, they that go down tnto the Pit caimot hope for thy truth, 
Ifai. 38. 18. * The Dead praiſe wot the Lord, ſalm 115. 17. 

ndfet do not you pray to the Dea 1, that cannot praiſe the 
L nd Solomon ſaith, The Dead knows not any thing, Eccle. 9.5. 
AndYet do not you pray to them that know not any thing ; is 
not that madneſs. E 


— 


Concerning the Apoſtate Chriſtians Tradition of a 
Purgatory, after rhey are Dead. 


Olomoa faith, AM! turneth to the Duſt again ; and who knoweth the 
Spit of Man that goeth upward , 10 then not into Purgatory, 
Prey. 3. 20,2, And Eliſa prayed for the Sininmes { hild 
that was Dead, and he was raiſed up to Life; fo le doth not 
{ay ie prayed him out of Purgatory. 
And when £4t4rus That poor Man died, he was carricd by 
Angels 
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Angels into Abrahams Boſom, and when the rich Man died an& 
was Buried, he went into Hell, and in Hell he lift up his Eyes 
being in Torment, and ſeeing Abrabam atar off, and Lazarus in 
his Eoſom, he cryed and ſaid, Father Abraham have mercy 0n me, 
and ſed Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his Finger in watcr and 
cool my 1 ongue, for I am tormented in this Flames, But Abrabame 
ſaid, Son remember that thou in thy Life tinse receivedſt thy good 
thirgs, and likewiſe Lazarus ev:1 things, but now he $5 Comforted, 
and thou art Tormented ; and befides ail this, between us and you there 
is a great Gulf fixed, ſo that they which would paſs from hence to you 
cannet, neither can they paſs ts us that would come from thence, 
Loke 16.2 2,23,24,25,26. 

And now here you ſee,that when Lazar died,he was carried 
by Angels into Abrahams Boſom, not into Purgatory, who 
would have been glad of the rich hard-hearted Mans Crumbs tha 
fell from his Table; and the rich Mans Dogs had more compalli- 
on of the poor Man (in licking his Sores) then he had;bnt when 
this rich Man died and was carried into Hell, neither Abrahans 
nor Lazarus could go to him, nor help him out, nor he to them, 
ſo that neither Abraham nor Lazarus could relieve him there, 
not with ſo much Water as would hang on the tip of his Finger 
to cool his Tongve. : 

And Chriſt faid to the Thief npon the Croſs that was Cru- 
cified with him, YVerily I jay unto thee. to day ſhalt theu blwtrl nc 


gn Faradiſe, Luke 23. 43. 5So he doth not ſay, he ſhould go into 


Purgatory, to be purged 3 but as Abraham ſaid tothe rich Man 
that was in HeN, If rhey #i# not hear Moſes and the Prophets, they 
mil! not he perſwaded if ene roſe frem the Dead; for theſe were the 
Fews to whom Chriſt ſpoke this Parable,whc ſet up thei: 1 raditi- 
© «And made the word of God and his Command of none cffeR, 
fo they were not like to hear Afoſes and the Prophets, who lixe 
the Apoſtate Chriſtians now ſet up their vain Traditions above 
the holy Scriptures of Truth, and allow the ignorant Pe: 1 le 
to read their Traditions, and deny them the reading of the 
Scriptures, contrary to the holy Mer cf God that gave them 
forth, To be Read, Believed, Faifitled and Prattijedas in Col:4.16. 


1 Theſ. 5. 27: Give 
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Give attendance to Reading, &C. 1 Tim. 4- 13- And Chrift ex- 
horts his Hearers to ask in his Name, Ad whatſoever ye ſhall ask 
the Father in my Name, he ſhall give it you, as in Fob» 16,23,25,26. 
And again Chriſt teacheth his Diſciples to pray, and ſay, Our 
Father which ar: in Heaven, &c. So that Chrift never taught 
his Believers to Pray either to his Mother the Virgin Mary 
in his name, or to any Saint, or in the name of any Saintaf- 
ter they were Dead, nor his Apoſtles after him. And the A- 
poltle Fames ſaith in his general Epiſtle to the Church of Chriſt, 
If any of you lack Wiſdom, lct him ask ut of God, that giveth to all 
Men Liberally, James 1. 5- And Jo#n ſaith in his general Epiſtle 
to the Chu ch of Chrilt, 1f our Hearts condemn wu not, then we 
have confidence tewaras God ;, and whatever we ash we receive of hirs, 
becauſe we keep ts Commuanaments, and ao thoſe things which are plea- 
fing in his Sight, John 3: 21, 22. And again Fobz ſaith, This is 
the confidence that we have in God, that if we ak any thing accord- 
ing to his Will, be heareth ws, 1 John 5. 14, 15. And it is faid, 
Saul Died fer is Trarſareſſion, which he committed avainſi the 
Lord, &c. And alſo for asking counſel of exe that had a Familliar 
Spirit, the Witch of Endor, ard enquired not of the Lord, and 
therefore he Slew. him, 1 Cre”. 13. 14 And you Read of ſuch 
that ſet the counſel of the Lord at naught, and would have none 
of hi nſel, and what was their end, as in Prov, 1. 25,26. 
An 'Lord faid, My $eopie ask counſel at the Srocks, &c. who 
were gonea VWhoring from God ; were not theſe the Fews tha 
followed their own Traditions, and made the Commands of 
God of none Effet, Heſ. 4. 12. Like the Apoſtate Chriftians 
that pretend to pray to Saints that are Dead, and for the Dead, 
that ſet up ſo many Images and kneel down before them ; but 
hear what is ſaid in I/ai. 30. 1. Wo rs the Rebellions Children, 
ſaith the Lord, that ak counſel! but met of me, and cover with a Co- 
vering, but ncr of my Spirit, that they may add Sin to Sin. | 
So here you may fee what 1s the portion of all ſuch that co- 
ver with a Covering, but not of Gods Spirit ; and ask coun- 
ſel but not of him. 
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Concerning the Apoſtate Chriſtian Traditions, of making 
a Gcd or Chriit of Bread and Wine ; and of their Bow= 
ing to him, and Worſhipping him, and Eating him 
w hen they have done; we never Read, that the Hee 
thens,nor the Apoſtate Jews,v hen they had made Geds 
and Bcwed tothem, and Worſhippeathem, Eatthem 
when they had done. 


Hriſt's Diſciples ſaid unto him, The day of Unlcwvencd Bread, 
whin the Paſſever muſt be killed, where milt thou that we go and 
prepare, that thou mayeft X at the Poſſcver, Mark 14.12. Luke 22.7, 
Now Chriſt, though he is the Chriſtian Paſlever, he did not 
Eat himſelf. 

And again the Apoſtle ſaith, 1n the ſame Night that Chrift Tee 
ſw was Buraycd, he tcok Bread ara brake it, and ſaid, do 1t 18 
Remembrance of me, and likewiſe the Cup ; ſo Chriſt's kody was 
whole,and was not Crucified when ke brake that outw: rd Bread, 
for that which they were to take in Remembrance of Chrift, and 
in a ſhew of his Degth till he came, it was not the Lord Jcſus 
Chriſt, but outward Bread, and Wine in an outward Cup, and 
Chriſt was no where called a Cup; it is ſaid, Chriſt rouk rhe Crup 
then be kad Supped, then he d1d not take his own Blood and give 
unto them, but he called ir, the Frait of the ime, Mat. 26. 29. 
And Chriſt took the Cup and gave his Diſciples and ſaid, Drink 
ye all of it, and took the Bread and brake it, and gaveit to his Difgi- 
ples alſo, and in Mark 16. 22, They all drank of the Cup, and he 
brake tle Bread, and gave it to ns Diſciples, (namely the twelve) 
as in Luke 22. Then he did not brake his own Body, for it 
was then whole; and atter he had broken the Bread and Given 
it them,and given them the Cup,and called it rhe freir of the V.xe 
after Chriſt had given them this, he ſaid, Drink ye all of this, 
Alat. 26. 25. Luke 22.21. Fehold faith Chriſt, Tie Hard of 
him that Betraycth nie 15 with me 61: the Table 5, ſo it ſeem: here, 
that Jxcas did eat of the Bread, and drink of the fruit of the 
Vine in the Cup, and he did partake-of theſe outward Elements 

It 


$ 


_ 
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/ in the ſame Night that Chriſt was Betrayed, which Elements: 


were taken in a ſhew and remembrance of the Lords Death till 
he came; but Fadas did nor ſtay till he came, for he Betrayed him: 
Now if this outward Bread had been Chriſt the living Bread' 
that came down from Heaven, and his Blood, which if any Man 
eat of that Bread 3nd drink his Blood, he ſhall live forever and 
not die, as Chrift ſaith, I hoſoever eatet my Fleſh, and driaketh my 
Blood hath eternal Life, and dwcllcty is me and I in him, and he that 
eatcth me, ſhall live by me, and he that eatcth this Bread that eometh 
down from Heaquen ſhall live for ever, ſee John 6. 50. to 59. 

Now here you ſee it isclear, that the Cup and the Bread that 
Fadss did cat & drink of at Chrifts laſt Supper,was not the Fleſh 
of *hriſt the Bread of Life that came down from Heaven,nor his 
Blood that giveth Life everlaſting ; for 7adas had not eterna! 
Life,nor did not live forever, by eating of that outward Bread, 
end drinking of that outward Cup, the fruit of the Vine ;, and fo 
Judas did not eat Chriſt,and live by him, and live forever,though 
he drank of the outward Cup, the fruit of the Vine,and eat of the 
outward Bread that Chrilt brokeat his iaſt Supper,the ſame night 
that he Betrayed him, and that Jz4as might do,and not eat the 
Bread from Heaven, the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his 
Blood; for ſuch have not life etzrnal in them,as Chriſt ſaith,that 
do not, eat his Fleſh,and drink his Blood;for Chriſt ſaid, excepe ye 
eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye have n1 Life in 
you, John 6.53. And the Jews murmured at Chrift whea he ſaid, 
Tl am the Bread that came down from Heaven ;, and except ye eat my 
Fleſh, and drink my Bloed,ye have no Life in you ; and he that eatcth 
my Fleſh, and arinketh my Blood hath eterzal Life. 

So here isa great difference b-twixt the Fleſh and the Blood 
of Chriſt the Bread which came down from Heaven, which giveth 
Life cternal,and the Elements of Bread & Wine, which Repro- 
bates,and Jxdas may take and eat, that have not Life eternal,nor 
Chrift in them,as the Apoſtle ſaith, f Chriſt be not in you ye are 
Reprobates, 2Cor. 13. —Where the Tree falleth there it ſhall be, Eccle. 

And after Eſan had fold hiz Birth right, he (Ought it carefaily with Tears, 
but he found no place of Repz2atance; an4 therefore haw are any like to Re - 
Pent and com? ont of the Grave and Pargatory as you call it, after they are 
Bead, wirea Bfex could not find Repeatance upon the Earth, Ry 

G. F. 


THE END. 
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Concerning the 


TRADILIONS 


The 7ews taught, 


Which made the Word and Commandment 
of God of none Effect. 


And the Traditions the Apoſtate Chriſtians teach PeoplE 
to follow, and ſet up above the Scriptures of Truth, 


How Chriſt is the true Rock and not Peter : And that he 
is the Head of the true Church and ſo tobe 
held by his Members. 


The Antiquity of the Croſs of Chriſt, which was and is acknow- 
ledged to be the Power of God by his true Church. 


(Concerning the Traditicns of the Jews 
and Apoſtate Chriſitans. 


# NHriſt ſaid to the Phariſes, why do you traxſgreſs the 
| Command of God by your Traditions ; you Hypccrits 
well did 1/aiah propheſie of you; This people draweth nigh 
we with their Month, and honeureth me with their Lips, but 
their Heart ts far from me, but in vain do you worſhip me, 
zeaching for Doftrines the Commandments of men ; thus you 
| A 


have 


— ——— 


 —- — ou m_— PrO_ 


es 


} 
| 
i 
l 


(2) 
have made the Commandment of God of none effe&t by. 
your Traditions. Mar"1 5. 3, 6, 7, 9,9. 

And again Chriſt ſaid unto the Scribes and Phayiſes, 
L aying aſide the Commanament of God; ye hold the Tradi- 
tion of men, and of your Elders ; and again he faith unto 
them. fil well you reje ft the Commanament of God, that you 
may keep your owe { radition, making the word of God of 
none ettecl through your Traditions wluch you have de- 
livered, bark 7. 3,8, 9,123.. 

Now 1s not this the condition of the Apoſtate Chriſti- 
ans that {cr up their Tradittons above the Scriptures of 
Truth,like the Jews, and forbad the reading of the Scrip- 
tures of Truth; nay are not they worſe then che Fews, for 
they mult rcad and pray in an unknown Tongue, ſo are 
(like Barbarians)worle then theFews-who read and pray 
in their Mother Tongue, 

And Pas! ſaith to the Church of Chriſt, ye have heard of 
my Converſation in times paſt in the Jews Religion. how 
that beyond meaſure I Perſecuted theChurch of God,and waſt- 
ed it ,and profited in the Jews Religion above many my equals 
in my ownNation, being more exceedingly zealous of the 
traditions of my Fathers, but whe it pleaſed God, who ſepa. 
rated me from my mothers Womb, and called me by his Grace 
t0 reveal his Son in me, that I might Preach bim, &c. Gal.1. 
IJ, 14,15, 16. 

Now here you May ſee while Par! was zealous of the 
traditions of his fore-Fathers,he was not ſeparate from his 
Mothers womb,. nor called by Gods grace, nor the San of 
God was aot revealed in him, theretore he was not like 
to Preach him,. but perſecute him. | 

And now are all the Apoſtate Chriſtians in their Blind 
zeal of their fore-fathers,(like perſecuting Sal) ſeparate 


tromtheir Mothers. Womb, and called by Gods as 
an 


#uch Perſecutors and Waſters of Gods people, the Church 
- of-Chriſt ſince the - Apoltles days ? and it not, can, they 
preach Chriſt in truth, but withſtand jm like the Jews 
1n their traditions, and ſet traditions abeve the Scriptures 
- of Truth that teſtifie of Chrilt. 

And after the Apoſtle was converted,he bid the Church 
of Chriſt beware left any Man ſpoyle you through Philoſophy 
and vain Deceit, after the traaitions of men, and not after 

Chriſt ; if you be dead with Chriſt from the Rudiments of the 
World; why as living inthe World are ye [ubjeit to Ordi- 
ances? tonch not, taſte not, hanale net, which all are to periſh 
with the uſing, after the Commandments and Dottrines of 
men, which if you be Riſen with Chriſt ſeek thoſe things 
which are above, where Chriſt fits at the right hand of God . 
Set your affeftion ow things above, not on things oz the 
Earth, Col.2.$,20,21,22, & 3,142. 
So you may ſee that the Apoſtle brought the Church 
of Chriſt off the Traditions and DeQtrines and Ordi- 
nances of men,and Rudimentsof the World; & would not 


have them to be ſpoiled by any Man,through Philoſophy . 


and vain Deceit, tor ſuch things as thefe were not after 
Chriſt, but the Church of Chriſt was and is to ſeek thoſe 
things that are above where Chriſt ſits at the right hand 
of God,and not thoſe things on the Earth which are be- 
low, they are not ſo muchas to touch, tafte nor handle 
them, all which periſh withthe uſing, but the Scriptures 
of Truth they are to read, believe and praftice ; for the 
Church of Chriſtthen and now know that they are not re- 
deemed with Corruprtible things, as Silver and Gold from 
their vain Converſation, or by the tradition ef their 
Fore-fathers, but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of 
a Lamb without ſpot or blemiſh, Glory to God for ever 

| A 2 through 
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'and is the Son of God revealed in them that have been 
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through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only one Me- 
diator betwixt God and Man, even the Man Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who makes peace betwixt us and God, the ſame to 
day, yeſterday and forever. G. F 


— 


Chriſt is the Rock and Foundation which the 
heavenly Father revealed -o Peter, on which 
he Butiids his Church, and not on Peter, nor 
_ which Fleſh anu Blood had revealed to 

eter, 


Eſus asked his Diſciples, Whom do men ſay that I the 

Sox of Mar am, and the iſciples anſwered Jeſus and 

aid, Some ſay thou art John Baptiſt, and ſome ſay Elias, 
and others Jeremiah or one of the Prophets. 

Here you may ſee there were divers judgments and opi- 
nions of Chrift, among People that knew him not : And 
Jeſus ſaid unto his Diſciples, But whom do you ſay that T 
am? and Simon Peter anſwered and ſaid, Thos art Chriſt 
the Sox of the living God; and Jeſus anſwered aud ſid, 
Bleſſed art thou Simon Bar Jonah, for Fleſh and Blood hath 
ot revealed this nnto thee, but my Father which is in 
Heaven ; and 1 ſay unto thee that thow art Peter, and upon 
this Rock will I buuld my Church (Mark he faith upon this 
Rock whichFleſh and Blood had not revealed, he doth not 
ſay upon thee Peter)and the gates of Hell (hall not prevaile 
az4inff it : And Jeſus ſhewed unto his Diſciples how that 
he muſt go to Jers/alem and ſuffer many things of the El- 
ders, Chief Prieſts and Scribes, and be killed, and be raiſ- 
ed again the third day ; then Peter took Chriſt and be- 
F413, 
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gan to rebuke him ſ1yinz, ve it far from thee Lord, hjs + 
all not be unto thee, then Chriſt turned and ſaid unto 
Peter Get thee behir-1 me Sathan, for thou art an offence unto - 
we, for thou ſavoureſt not the things that be of God,but theſe 
that be of mcn,Mat.16. 13,14,15,10,17,1 $,22,22,27, 
Now here you may clearly ſce that Chriſt doth not 
build his Church upon Perer, as a Man of Fleſh and 
Blood, or that which Fleſh and Blood reveals, but upon 
that Rock which Fleſh and Blood had not revealed unto 
Peter ,- but the Father which is in Heaven: And fo 1 
ſay again it is clear, that Chriſt doth not build his Church 
upon Petey and his outward Name,as a Man of Fleſh and 
Blood, nor upon that which Fleſhand Blood may reveal, 
or did reveal unto Peter ; but he builds his Church upon 
that Rock which the Father which is in Heaven had re- 
vealed to Peter, which was, 7 bon art Chriſt the Sox of the 
living Gol ; this 1s the Rock and Foundation that the true 
Church is built upon, Chriſt who bruiſes the Serpents 
Head, and deſtroys the Devil and his Works ; ſo that 
the Gates of Hell cannot nor {hall not preyail againſt 
- Chriſts Church,zand him the Rock and Foundation,which 
his Church is built upon : And though Chriſt bleſſed Pe- 
fer in Mat. 16.17. after his Revelation, yet in the 23.verſe 
Chriſt ſaid unto Peter, get thee behind me Sathan, thou art 
an offence unto me, for thou Savoureſt xot the things which 
be of God, but thoſe that be of men ; ſohere it is clear, Chriſt 
did not build his Church upon Peter nor his outward 
name Peter, as a Man of 7le(h and Blood, nor the Reve-- 
lation of Fleſh and Blood, ror upon Sthaz, for he bruiſes 
Sathaz the Serpents head ; ſo he was not like to build his 
Church upon him. Therefore they that do ſucceed Peter, 
it muſt be in that which the Father revealed from Hea- 
ven, (to wit) thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God, 
upom. 
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upor this Rock will T build my Crurch, but when Percy rebuked 


- Chriſt ſaying, be it far from theeLord, this ſhall not be unt» thee, 


(Namely ) when Chriſt told him and the relt that he ſhould 


- Suffer and be Killed, and riſe azain the third Day, Chriſt called 


Peter Sathan, and bid him get him bchind him, as before. 

And Chriſt ſaid unto Peter, He was an offence unto him, and 
ſavoured nat theſe things that be &f God, but thoſe that be of men, 
in that which he ſafd ro Chriit ; and what are any ſo Ignorant 
as tO think that Chriſt built his Church upon Peter, as he was in 
this condition, no ſurely they are miſtaken that think ſo, and 
they that do ſucceed P:rer in that condition, they favour the 
things not of God hurt of men, and are an offence.rs Chriſt, 
whom Chrilt calleth Sathan, and bids get behind him ; for he 
was not like to build his Church npon that which was an offence 
unto him, and ſavoured not the things of God, but the things 
of men,and therefore they that build their Church upon ſuch, 
the Gates of Hell are like to prevail againſt them ; and they 
that do ſucceed Peter in that ſpiritual Revelation, which the Fa- 
ther revealed from Heaven, namely, Chriſt the Son of the living 
God,upon which Rock the true Church is built, which the gates 
of Hell ſhall nor prevail againſt; this 1s above Sathan and the 
revelation of Fleſh and Blood, and that which offends Chrif, 
and that which ſavours the things of men, and not the things 
of G23d, and tbat which Fleſh and Blovd may reveal ; Chrifts 
Church is not built upon ſuch things, but the Rock which is far 
2bove them, which the heavenly Father revealcth, and hath the 
glory of it, who is bleſſed for ever, Amer. G. F. 


Now Concerning whom the Scripture faith is 
thetrue Rock and Foundation. 


Avid faith, the Lord is my Rock and my Fortreſs, and my Dee 
| liverer, Pſal.18. 2. And again David ſaith, For who is 
God ſave the Lord, or who is a Rock ſave or God, verſe 31. And a- 
gain, he (viz. God) only is my Rack and Salvation, he 15 my De- 
fence, I ſhall not be moved,Pſal.. 62. 2, 6. and Da:id ſpeaking of 
Jjracl ſaid, they remembred that God was their Rock, Pal. 58. 35 

And J/ajah ſpeaking of Chriſt ſaith, That he [ball be for & San- 


Hy 
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#axry, 4 Stone of fumbling, and a Fock of offende,to both the Houſes 
ofdſracl : And Peter is ſo far off from lcoking epon himſdf to 
be the Rock upon which Chriſt builds his Church, that he tclls 
the Church of Chrift in his general Epiltle, That Chriſt was 4 
Stone of ſtumbling, a» a Reck of offence to them which ſtumble at the 
Word, being diſubedient, 1Fer.2. 8. For the Apoſtle faith to the 
Romans, the Church ef Chriſt, ſpeaking of Chriſt, Behold I lay 
in Sion a Store of ſtumbli ag and a Kock of offence, and whoſocver be- 
lieves in him ſl:all not be aſhamed ;, this was Chriſt, and nor Peter, 
Rom. 9. 33. -And the Apoſtle tells the Church of Chriſt ſpeaking 
of Iſracl, How that they did all drink the ſame Spiritzal Drink, for 
they drank of the ſame Spiritual Rock that followed them, and 
that Rock was Chrilt, i Cor. 10.4. ſo he did not ſay it was Peter, 
nor any outward Man. 

And the wiſe Man buulds his Hoxſe wpon the Rock Chriſt Jeſus, if 
itbe not, the Rain and the Ficods will beat it down, as in Mat. 7. 25. 
and the Apoſtle tells the Church of Chriſt, no o:her Foundation can 
any Man lay then that which is already laid, which is Chriſt Jeſus, 
1Cor. 13- 11. And again he ſaith tothe Epheſians, You are built 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles,aud Prophets ; Chriſt Jeſus him- 
ſelf being the chief corner ' Stone; ſo the Rock and "oundation 
of God {ſtands ſure, Chriſt Jeſus the ſame. yeſterday and to Day 
and ſo forever. 


| The Antiquity of our Cres. 
"= Apoſtle faith to the Church of Chriſt, That the preaching 
of the Croſs us to them that periſh foo/iſhneſs, but unto us that 
are Saved, it is the Power of Gea, 1Cor. 1.18. And ſuch as were 
and are Enemies to the Croſs of Chit, were and are Enemies 
to the Power of God ; ſo all your Stone, Wooden, Braſs, Silver 
or Gold C roſſes you have invented and ſet np fince the Apoſtles 
Dayes, are not the Croſs of Chriſt the Powerof God. 

And the Apoftle ſaith, God forbid that 1 ſhould Glory ſave in the 
Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, by whom the World was Crucified un- 
ro me, and I unto the World, Gal. 6. 14. ſo it was the power of 
God, the Croſs of Chriſt, that the Apoſtle gloried in, by who m 
the World was crucified unto him, and he unto the World ; 
and thus 1s our Croſs which was {et up above 1600: Years ago ,F 
AanG -: 
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mnt itis Fit was goo nile of Wood; Stong roles 
Braks, Silver or Gold tithe Apoſtle or tho-Cliurch of Chitin. 
*]oried in, *or that ſach outward temporal and worldly Crefſes: > 
25 men make and invent,” ſhould cracifie People to the World? 
That which crucifie People tothe World, and” the World 't&: © 
them, is the Croſs of Chriſt the power of God,-which power 
'of God all are to bow down to; and they are fooliſh and dark *' 
that think a Croſs of Stone, Wood, Iron, Silver or Gold, which 
Man hath made, is the Croſs of Chriſt, the Power of God, and 
to how to ſuch- worldly temporal things, and call th-m1-the 
Croſs of Chriſt, is contrary tothe Scriptares that the Apoſtles 
taught to the Church of Chriſt in their day, and* this was the 
Church of Chniſt CrefF in their Dayes, and is the Church of 
Chriſt*s Croſs now, but they. could not, nor can we bow+o any 
temporal, outward, worldly Croſs that men have made with -? 
their Hands, and bow down to them ; forſuchas do worſhip 
the Works of their ogn Hands are enemies to the-Croſs of 
Chrilt the Power ef God. | | C- 
There were ſuch;mthe Apoſtles Days that were vainly pufft 
up with their fleſhly minds, not holding Chriſt the Head,and 6 
there 1s now from which head all the Body of Chriſt by Joynts | 
and Bands bath Nanriſhment miniftred, and by him is knit 
together , and enczcaſerh with the encreaſe of God, as in 
EN. 2. 1819. Eo 
Now Chriſt enhjgktens every Man that comes inte&the World 
with the Light, the Life that is in him, . the Head by whomrthe 
world was made, that with the Light they might ſee Chriſt, and | 
held him rhe Head of the Bedy,hisChurch by which all the Chile * 
dren of the Light and of Fhs Day may be knit together in hin, *. ! 
and have their encreafe of God miniſtred through him, and ſorta [ 
have Fellowſhip with the Father & the Son,and one with another. 
Now all they that are intruding into things they have not ſeep, 
& | -pufft np with a fieſaly minde,and do not hold Chrifſt;their Head, 
|. but have ſet up other heads, have broken into Sets, S&ijims and 
| "Diviſions. one-agfinſt another, this is'clearly ſeen nowes.ut was 
41 the Apoftles Days. 0 AYHO 35: 0:8 
'* "Tho 2d. Moneth'? * jd G4 
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